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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Background and Objectives 

Across the United States, approximately 2.4 million grandparents report they are responsible for their grandchildren, and the number is increasing. Thirty-four percent of these grandparents are low income, and 71 % are younger than 60, making them ineligible for many older adult services. Within Chicago there are approximately 41,328 grandparents raising grandchildren. The typical age of grandparent raising grandchildren in Bronzeville, a neighborhood in Chicago, is between 46 and 48 years old. 

One of the major issues facing grandparents raising grandchildren is affordable housing. In response to this issue, The Renaissance Collaborative (TRC), a non-profit faith based organization in Bronzeville, decided to address the issue of grandfamily housing. Graduate students from the University of Illinois at Chicago helped TRC by designing and carrying out a needs assessment in Bronzeville community focused on grandparents raising grandchildren. The purpose of the needs assessment was too increase ability of TRC to serve the needs of grandfanilies in Bronzeville through the auspices of a housing unit. Objectives of the project are as follow:
· To identify and describe what grandfamilies consider a stable family unit and document the supports and services they think are needed to benefit their family 

· To gather information on available resources and services in order to identify possible gaps or barriers to service access and provision 

· To describe potential community collaborators that may assist TRC in supporting grandfamilies in the community 

· To identify and describe models of grandfamily housing, best practices, and lessons learned 

· To outline key policies that may influence (positively or negatively) the needs of 

grandfamilies who may use grandfamily housing 

This report summarizes the background, objectives, methods, findings, and recommendations arising from this project. 

Methods 

In order to identify the needs and concerns of grandparents raising grandchildren in Bronzeville, multiple methods of data collection were used. These methods included 


utilization of existing knowledge (literature reviews, consultation with experts), obtaining qualitative data (guided community tour, windshield tours and participant observations, focus groups, children's groups, individual interviews), and collecting survey data (housing survey, collaborators survey). Results were tabulated or analyzed using 

standard methods for each type of data collected. 

Key Results 

Literature reviews uncovered a number of important issues. Key issues were: 

· Lack of affordable housing and problems with housing subsidies have a major negative effect on grandparents raising grandchildren 

· Overcrowded/unaffordable housing may cause negative health outcomes for children and grandparents raising grandchildren (GRG) 

· Many GRG live under precarious economic circumstances 

· GRG often miss or delay their own health care; lack of social support worsens health status among GRG 

· The law is generally based on the parental-child relationship as primary and the grandparent-grandchild relationship as secondary 

· Legal problems of GRG are: legal recognition of their standing authority to act as substitute parents and security concerning their relationship with the children 

· GRG face two barriers in order to benefit fully from available services: knowledge about the financial and social benefits available and understanding the process for obtaining those benefits 

Consultations with experts in the field of GRG revealed the following: 

· There are good resources for GRG in Illinois, but it is often difficult for grandparents to navigate the system and obtain the information they need 

· The human and financial resources of the agencies that serve GRG in Illinois are 

limited, thereby restricting the number of individuals who can be served 

· There is growing appreciation and desire to serve this population 

· Guardianship issues are often the most difficult for grandparents to manage 

· Grandfamilies change over time in terms of who is living in the household, and what their roles are with respect to the children 
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Analysis of qualitative data yielded several overriding themes. From the tours and observations, data indicated that Bronzeville is undergoing rapid change and gentrification. There is a great deal of variability in the community with respect to housing, economic development, and recreational spaces. The visibility of services was also variability, but services were most noticeable in the primary streets within the community. In addition, tours suggested a strong community feel. People were often observed in socially interactive small groups or clusters. 

The focus group and interview data yielded a number of key themes relevant to the development of grandfamily housing. These themes included: 

Grandfamilies experience complex situations in which many challenges 'are faced. 

Examples of challenges include: financial insecurity, lack of services and many responsibilities, unsafe external environment and peer pressure, disciplining the children, nature of family relationships. Many grandfamilies have negative feelings about the child welfare system, which also contributes to the complexity of their lives. 
· Grandparents have mixed sentiments about raising grandchildren. 

• There are many factors that would support grandfamilies. Major ones include: 

· Social and emotional support 

· Childcare 

·     Educational supports for grandparents and grandchildren.

       Legal information and supports
· Grandfamilies have specific ideas about what would constitute "Ideal grandfamily housing" 

· Although there is generally a positive attitude towards grandfamily housing development in Bronzeville, some grandfamilies are concerned that such a complex would become "another project". 

Through the data collected from other grandfamily housing developers across the USA, a number of "lessons learned" and recommendations for TRC were uncovered. These include: 

· Have experience with the population being served 

· Visit other grandfamily developments 
· Define type of housing to be provided and goals of the development 

· Do not underestimate GRG's health issues 

· Subsidized housing is very important but be careful of the restrictions attached 

· lnvolvement of residents in the housing development is crucial to success 

Summary 

Based on the data collected, a total of seven needs were identified. They are listed on the table below, together with a corresponding recommendation for TRC to consider, and a list of possible strategies to respond to this recommendation. 
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Need for a comprehensive support network 

Need for access to information and resources 

Need for respite and recreation 

Need for financial stability 



Provide grandparents and grandchildren with access to needed supports, services, information, and resources 

Provide grandparents with assistance in attaining some measure of financial stability and security in their lives 



• Consider building organizational capacity to meet grandfamilies' needs for support services 

• Consider building coalition with other local community organizations to serve grandfamilies in the Senior Village 

• Consider having a host of services available on the premises of the Senior Village 

• Provide transportation services for residents such as scheduled bus trips to local grocery/convenience stores 

• Disseminate resource guides, pamphlets, and brochures providing information on locally available services 
• Provide grandparents and adult grandchildren with access to services such as job training, employment assistance & vocational education. 

• Develop a creative rental assistance/payment program for tenants • Assist grandparents and older grandchildren residing in Senior Village in obtaining part-time jobs at the SRO managed by TRC 

• Assist grandparents in accessing different funding streams 

• Negotiate with a local financial institution on setting up individual development accounts for grandparents • Engage in advocacv efforts to 
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Need for control over the environment 

Need for stability and consistency 

Need for future/ contingency planning


Assist grandparents in exercising some degree of control over maintaining the stability and security of their environment 

Assist grandparents in securing stability and consistency in their lives
Assist grandparents in future/contingency planning 



influence legislative policies that will help support grandfamilies
• Develop advisory board to help plan proposed housing development for grandfamilies 

• TRC could facilitate formation of a tenant council at the complex 

• Solutions described above to this point 

• Employ a case manager who would work with each residence family to develop a future/ contingency plan
• Consider providing grandparents with legal counseling on this topic
